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case with the fire of cavalry. Our men had orders
not to fire unless they could do so on a near mass ;
the object being to economise our ammunition, and
not to waste it on scattered soldiers. The result
was, that when the cavalry had discharged their
carbines, and were still far off, we occasionally stood
face to face, looking at each other inactively, not
knowing what the next move might be.

The lancers were particularly troublesome, and
approached us with the utmost daring. On one
occasion I remember, the enemy's artillery having
made a gap in the square, the lancers were evidently
waiting to avail themselves of it, to rush among us,
when Colonel Staples, at once observing their inten-
tion, with the utmost promptness filled up the gap,
and thus again completed our impregnable steel
wall; but in this act he fell mortally wounded. The
cavalry seeing this, made no attempt to carry out
their original intentions, and observing that we had
entirely regained our square, confined themselves to
hovering round us. I must not forget to mention
that the lancers in particular never failed to despatch
our wounded, whenever they had an opportunity of
doing so.

When we received cavalry, the order was to fire
low; so that on the first discharge of musketry, the
ground was strewed with the fallen horses and their
riders, which impeded the advance of those behind
them, and broke the shock of the charge. It was
pitiable to witness the agony of the poor horses, which
really seemed conscious of the dangers that sur-
rounded them: we often saw a poor wounded animal
raise its head, as if looking for its rider to afford him
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